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Sermon Notes
"What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us."
A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy
Jeremiah 9:23-24 NLT
23 This is what the Lord says: “Don’t let the wise boast in their wisdom, or the powerful boast in their
power, or the rich boast in their riches. 24 But those who wish to boast should boast in this alone: that
they truly know me and understand that I am the Lord who demonstrates unfailing love and who brings
justice and righteousness to the earth, and that I delight in these things. I, the Lord, have spoken!
Exodus 34:5-7 ESV
5 The Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. 6
The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, "The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth
generation."
Psalms 78:38 ESV
38 Yet he, being compassionate, atoned for their iniquity and did not destroy them; he restrained his
anger often and did not stir up all his wrath.
Psalms 86:15 ESV
15 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and
faithfulness.
Psalms 145:8-9 ESV
8 The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 9 The Lord is good to
all, and his mercy is over all that he has made.
The attributes of compassion (v.6):
Grace
Mercy
Slow to Anger
Abounding in Love
The biblical testimony resists a conception of God's mercy that is narrowly focused. Rather, it is a
ubiquitous force that shapes all of reality, a pervasive impetus for hope.
Miles Van Pelt
The act of compassion (v.7):
Forgiveness (withholding of wrath)
Compassion of God:
a. Provides motivation for repentance

Joel 2:12-13 ESV
12 "Yet even now," declares the Lord, "return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and
with mourning; 13 and rend your hearts and not your garments. "Return to the Lord your God, for he is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster.
Romans 2:4 ESV
4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that
God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?
Compassion of God:
b. Provides hope for sinners
1 John 1:9 ESV
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
2 Peter 1:8-9 ESV
8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is
blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.
Compassion of God:
c. reaches the everyday life of the poor and needy
Deuteronomy 15:11 ESV
11 For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I command you, 'You shall open wide
your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.'
Psalms 68:4-5 ESV
4 Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts; his name is
the Lord; exult before him! 5 Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in his holy
habitation.
Psalms 82:3-4 ESV
3 Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute. 4
Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked."

