Colossians 4:2-18
Paul’s Closing Advice
Luke 19:41-44 ESV
41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, "Would that you, even you, had
known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 For the
days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you and
hem you in on every side 44 and tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you. And
they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your
visitation."
If you follow Christ, that means you should weep for your city, just as Jesus wept for Jerusalem. If you
don't, take a cue from Paul:
1. Pray
2. Behave
3. Connect
So what should I pray for? Paul prayed for:
1. Opportunities Taken
2. Appropriate Words
2 Corinthians 1:3-5 NLT
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father and the source of all
comfort. 4 He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we
will be able to give them the same comfort God has given us. 5 For the more we suffer for Christ, the
more God will shower us with his comfort through Christ.
God means for us to not let our suffering become an excuse to keep our weakness hidden or to just
focus on ourselves. Rather, we show a beautiful display of the gospel and of the very comfort of Christ
as we let others in to see our weakness in order to say Christ’s strength is strong enough for them —
their weakness, their pain, their suffering. We beautifully display the goodness of the gospel as we turn
our eyes upward to God and then outward to others to be his means of comfort for them. Then, we will
redeem our suffering — or better, we will realize one of God’s good purposes for it.
Dave Zulegar
2 Corinthians 12:8-10 NLT
8 Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. 9 Each time he said, “My grace is all you need.
My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power
of Christ can work through me. 10 That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults,
hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
Luke 21:12-15 ESV
12 But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my name's sake. 13 This
will be your opportunity to bear witness. 14 Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate
beforehand how to answer, 15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries
will be able to withstand or contradict.

Mark 6:30-32 NLT
30 The apostles returned to Jesus from their ministry tour and told him all they had done and taught. 31
Then Jesus said, “Let’s go off by ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile.” He said this because there
were so many people coming and going that Jesus and his apostles didn’t even have time to eat. 32 So
they left by boat for a quiet place, where they could be alone.
My best witness is not in my knowledge of doctrinal propositions, memorized scripture, or in a wellformulated, flawlessly presented “plan of salvation.” Rather, it is the honest sharing of what Christ has
done and is doing in my life.
Proverbs 18:21 NLT
21 The tongue can bring death or life; those who love to talk will reap the consequences.
Ephesians 4:29 NLT
29 Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your words
will be an encouragement to those who hear them.
Proverbs 13:3 NLT
3 Those who control their tongue will have a long life; opening your mouth can ruin everything.
Hebrews 10:24-25 NLT
24 Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. 25 And let us not
neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the
day of his return is drawing near.

