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Acts 7:1-53
Sermon Notes
Acts 7:1-5 ESV
1 And the high priest said, "Are these things so?" 2 And Stephen said: "Brothers and fathers, hear me.
The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in
Haran, 3 and said to him, 'Go out from your land and from your kindred and go into the land that I will
show you.' 4 Then he went out from the land of the Chaldeans and lived in Haran. And after his father
died, God removed him from there into this land in which you are now living. 5 Yet he gave him no
inheritance in it, not even a foot's length, but promised to give it to him as a possession and to his
offspring after him, though he had no child.
Genesis 12:1-3 ESV
1 Now the Lord said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the
land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you
I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."
Galatians 3:14 ESV
14 so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive
the promised Spirit through faith.
Revelation 7:9-10 ESV
9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from
all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white
robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, "Salvation belongs to our
God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!"
A path away from selfishness
... the pursuit of serving others ...
Mark 10:43 ESV
43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant,
Acts 7:44-50 ESV
44 "Our fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just as he who spoke to Moses directed him to
make it, according to the pattern that he had seen. 45 Our fathers in turn brought it in with Joshua when
they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our fathers. So it was until the days of David,
46 who found favor in the sight of God and asked to find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 47 But it
was Solomon who built a house for him. 48 Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands,
as the prophet says, 49 "'Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house will
you build for me, says the Lord, or what is the place of my rest? 50 Did not my hand make all these
things?'
2 Chronicles 2:6 ERV

6 No one can really build a house to put our God in. The whole sky and the highest heaven cannot
contain our God, so I cannot build a temple to put him in. I can only build a place to burn incense to
honor him.
"edifice complex":
assumption that a visible structure is necessary to truly meet with God
Acts 17:24 ESV
24 The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in
temples made by man,
1 Chronicles 29:11 ESV
11 Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all
that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as
head above all.
Romans 12:3 ESV
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he
ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned.
Your value is not in what you can make, but in who made you.
The path away from pride
… the pursuit of God ...
They that know God will be humble; they that know themselves cannot be proud.
John Flavel
Acts 7:51-53 ESV
51 "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your
fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those
who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and
murdered, 53 you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it."
Romans 3:20 ESV
20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin.
Galatians 3:24 ESV
24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith.
Galatians 2:16 ESV
16 yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we
also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law,
because by works of the law no one will be justified.
Ephesians 2:8 ESV

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,

