
May 21, 2017 
Sermon Notes 
James 2:14-26 
 
Do you believe in God? 
Do you have faith in God? 
Is there any difference? 
 
Ephesians 2:8-10 ESV 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 
not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 
Works don't CREATE faith. 
But works do CONFIRM faith and COMPLETE faith. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:13-15 NLT 
13 But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each builder has done. The fire will show 
if a person’s work has any value. 14 If the work survives, that builder will receive a reward. 15 But if the 
work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. The builder will be saved, but like someone barely 
escaping through a wall of flames. 
 
Add your private notes... 
Psalms 127:1 NLT 
1 Unless the Lord builds a house, the work of the builders is wasted. Unless the Lord protects a city, 
guarding it with sentries will do no good. 
 
What are the "works" that confirm and complete faith? 
James provides an illustration and 2 examples. 
 
Isaiah 58:1-7 NLT 
1 “Shout with the voice of a trumpet blast. Shout aloud! Don’t be timid. Tell my people Israel of their 
sins! 2 Yet they act so pious! They come to the Temple every day and seem delighted to learn all about 
me. They act like a righteous nation that would never abandon the laws of its God. They ask me to take 
action on their behalf, pretending they want to be near me. 3 ‘We have fasted before you!’ they say. 
‘Why aren’t you impressed? We have been very hard on ourselves, and you don’t even notice it!’ “I will 
tell you why!” I respond. “It’s because you are fasting to please yourselves. Even while you fast, you 
keep oppressing your workers. 4 What good is fasting when you keep on fighting and quarreling? This 
kind of fasting will never get you anywhere with me. 5 You humble yourselves by going through the 
motions of penance, bowing your heads like reeds bending in the wind. You dress in burlap and cover 
yourselves with ashes. Is this what you call fasting? Do you really think this will please the Lord? 6 “No, 
this is the kind of fasting I want: Free those who are wrongly imprisoned; lighten the burden of those 
who work for you. Let the oppressed go free, and remove the chains that bind people. 7 Share your food 
with the hungry, and give shelter to the homeless. Give clothes to those who need them, and do not 
hide from relatives who need your help. 
 
Ephesians 4:12 ESV 
12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 



 
Matthew 10:7-8 NLT 
7 Go and announce to them that the Kingdom of Heaven is near. 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cure 
those with leprosy, and cast out demons. Give as freely as you have received! 
 
1 Peter 2:12 NLT 
12 Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they accuse you of doing 
wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they will give honor to God when he judges the 
world. 
 
"Ministry": serving others in a way that glorifies God 


