Sermon Notes
December 11, 2016
Matthew 2:1-12
What are you searching for this Christmas?
Answers to your problems?
Someone to worship you?
Christ?
Exodus 16:3 ESV
3 and the people of Israel said to them, "Would that we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of
Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger."
Ecclesiastes 7:10 NLT
10 Don’t long for “the good old days.” This is not wise.
John 5:39 NIV
39 You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the
very Scriptures that testify about me,
Luke 18:11 ESV
11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men,
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.
Proverbs 18:19 ESV
19 A brother offended is more unyielding than a strong city, and quarreling is like the bars of a castle.
Colossians 1:15-17 ESV
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him
all things hold together.
C.S. Lewis
Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about
with drink and sex and ambition, when infinite joy is offered to us, like an ignorant child who wants to
go on making mud pies in the slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at
the sea. We are far too easily pleased.
Philippians 3:8 ESV
8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain
Christ
Robert Webber

Worship is a meeting between God and His people when the worshiper is brought into personal contact
with the one who gives meaning and purpose to life; from this encounter the worshiper receives
strength and courage to live with hope in a fallen world.

