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Acts 9:1-19
Sermon Notes

The conversion of Saul is important in it's own right, but also answers some general questions about
conversion: the who, the how and the what.

The Who: Salvation through Christ is available to everyone

2 Peter 3:9 ESV
9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.

Ephesians 2:13-14 ESV

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14
For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing
wall of hostility

Inscription on the "soreg", the middle dividing wall in the temple court beyond which gentiles could not
go:

"No foreigner may enter within the barricade which surrounds the sanctuary and enclosure. Anyone
who is caught doing so will have himself to blame for his ensuing death."

Proverbs 31:8-9 NLT
8 Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves; ensure justice for those being crushed. 9 Yes,
speak up for the poor and helpless, and see that they get justice.

Deuteronomy 10:18-19 NLT

18 He ensures that orphans and widows receive justice. He shows love to the foreigners living among
you and gives them food and clothing. 19 So you, too, must show love to foreigners, for you yourselves
were once foreigners in the land of Egypt.

Galatians 3:28 ESV
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus.

2. The How: Salvation is God's work

John 6:44 ESV
44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And | will raise him up on the last
day.

Romans 9:20-21 ESV

20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, "Why have
you made me like this?" 21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one
vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use?

2 Corinthians 4:7 ESV



7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to
us.

Acts 16:14 ESV
14 One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who
was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.

The What: After salvation, two things happen, service and suffering.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 NLT

19 Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to
you by God? You do not belong to yourself, 20 for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor
God with your body.

"The gospel message is never about what | want and what | can do. The gospel message is all about what
Christ Jesus did for me and how | in turn owe my very life to His amazing sacrifice."

"God is ready to assume full responsibility for the life wholly yielded to Him."
Andrew Murray

Romans 6:4 ESV
4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

2 Corinthians 11:24-28 ESV

24 Five times | received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25 Three times | was beaten
with rods. Once | was stoned. Three times | was shipwrecked; a night and a day | was adrift at sea; 26 on
frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger
from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 27
in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold
and exposure. 28 And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the
churches.

2 Corinthians 4:8-11 ESV

8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that
the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we who live are always being given over to
death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.

Philippians 1:21 ESV
21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.



