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Sermon Notes

Luke 22:31-32 ESV
31 "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but | have
prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers."

Ephesians 6:12 ESV
12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against
the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.

1. Prayer activates the hand of God

John 1:51 ESV
51 And he said to him, "Truly, truly, | say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God
ascending and descending on the Son of Man."

Hebrews 1:14 ESV
14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation?

2. Prayer should be engaged expectantly and passionately

James 4:2 ESV
2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You
do not have, because you do not ask.

The formula for creative prayer is: listen carefully, ask boldly, trust completely, and know that the
answer is part of God's greater plan.

3. Prayer doesn't always generate the response we're looking for.

"God does not waste an ounce of our pain or a drop of our tears; suffering doesn't come our way for no
reason, and He seems especially efficient at using what we endure to mold our character. If we are
malleable, He takes our bumps and bruises and shapes them into something beautiful."

Frank Peretti

Matthew 7:7-11 ESV

7 "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For
everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.
9 Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will
give him a serpent? 11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!



